Story and photos

by SFC Karen Polstcm

Imagine getting a two-nation vacation for the price
of one. Visitors to El Paso, Texas, have the oppor-
tunity to do that by just walking across the border
into Juarez, Mexico,

El Paso residents, including military members and
their families stationed at Fort Bliss, home of Army
Air Defense, are able to make daily excursions into
Juarez to shop or enjoy dinner south of the border.

Whether visitor or resident, crossing the border is
easy. American and Canadian citizens visiting-
Juarez for less than 72 hours don't need special
papers or visas. There are three bridges visitors can
use to cross the border via walking, driving or cat-
ching a taxi. There's a small toll to pay at each
bridge (approximately 1C) cents).

When crossing over into Mexico, advise the Mex-
ican customs officer of the intent and length of stay.
There's no language barrier since border officials
speak English.

Once in the city ofrJuare/,, there's plenty to see
and experience4. Throughout the central section of
the city are sites of historic interest, including the
lava stone government buildings and the classic
bullfighting arena. The oldest historic site is the
Guadalupe Mission which was built in 1659 by
Spanish missionaries. The small church is located in
the city's central square next to the Juarez cathe-
dral

Visitors can also take in the sights at the popular
tourist attractions. These include the4 Ballet Folk-
lorica, a program of Mexican folk dances and music
and the Charriada, a Mexican style rodeo.

Those interested in greyhound racing can observe
the action at the rluarex racetrack, in the glass-
enclosed, air conditioned viewing stand. The* clogs
give it their all Wednesdays through Sundays year
round. During the summer, the track converts to
horse racing on Sundays.

Sidewalk cafes lino the streets for those* folks who
just want to relax with something cold to drink.
Strolling musicians serenade* cafe patrons with Mex-
ican folk songs; however, the musicians will attempt
to perform American rock and roll classics if re-
quested. A small tip is appreciated for the music.

Another favorite pastime is shopping for souvenirs,
A kaleidoscope* of colorful handicrafts, paper flowers,
leather goods, silver, tin, and pottery are on display.
Vendors, carrying their wares, stroll through the
streets, stopping at sidewalk rates to entice buyers.

The traditional shopping area is (he Pronaf, a
government-built shopping center designed to show
off the best in Mexican arts and crafts. Another
shoppers' haven is the City Market, a large two-
story building filled in the roof with fresh fruits,
vegetables, spices, and herbs, as well as popular

A musician serenades the patrons in a sidewalk cafe.
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Walking across the bridge from the United States into
Mexico offers this view of the Rio Grande River.

tourist items, such as clothing, rugs, and leather
goods. Prices are extremely low and bargaining with
the shop keepers may result in an even better buy.

Coming back into the United States with pur-
chases is also easy. U.S. law allows each citizen to
bring back, duty free, articles for personal or house-
hold use valued up to $100, once every 30 days.
However, certain items such as agricultural pro-
ducts, are not allowed back into Texas and will be
confiscated at the border by U.S. customs officials. A
list of contraband articles is available at the border
customs office.

Whether the visit is for the first time or an
everyday occurrance, a trip to Juarez is an ex-
perience. El Paso visitors and residents are just a
short stroll away from a "two-nation vacation'7 for
the price ofan records the impulses
